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" THE GREAT BATTLES.
Continurd frem First Page.

gium, and the last village before crossing the

frontier.

Anything more splendid than the men's march-
ing it would be impossible to imagine. 1 saw
wen lame in both feet hobbling along in the
ranks, kind comrades less footsore carrying
their needle-puns.  Those who were actually
incapable of putting one foot before another,

had pressed peasauts’ wagous and every avail-
able conveyance into service, and were follow-

ing in the rear, so as to be ready for the great

battle, which all fels sure would come off

on the morrow. The DBavarians, who, it
is  generully  believed, do not march so
well as they fight, were in the ocen-
ter, between us at Chemery and Sedan, en
camped around the woods of La Marfee,
famous for a great battle in 1641, during the
wars of the League. When I had seen the last
regiment dash throngh—for the pace st which
they went can really not be called “ marching”

in the ordinary scnse—1 rode off about a quarter

past eight in the evening for Vendresse where
the King's headqnarters were, and where T
tioped to find house-room for man and beast,
especially the latter, as being far the most im-
portant on the eve of a great battle.

When 1 got within about half a mile of
Vendresse, going at a steady trof, a sharp
“ Halt!" rang out through the clear air. I
Ybrought my horse ta a stand-still, knowing
that Prussian scutries are not to be trifled
with. As 1 pulled up 20 yards off, I heard the
clivks of their locks as they brought their
weapons to full cock and covered me, My
reply being satisfuctory, I jogged on into Ven-
desse, and my mare and myself had soon for-
gotten sentinels, forced marches. and coming
battlea, oue of us on the straw, the other on
the floor.

THE START FOE TUE BATTLE-FIELD.

At seven Thursday morning my servant came
to wake me, saying that the King's horses
were harnessing, and that His Majesty would
feave in half-au-hour for the battle-field, aud
as 8 cannonade had already been bheard near
Sedan, 1 jumped np, scized crusts of bread,
wine, ¢igars, ete., aud crammed them into 1y
holster, taking my breakfast on the way.

Just as I got to my horse King William
drove out in an open ecarringe with four
lLiorses, for Chevange, sbout three and a half
miles south of Sedan. Much against my will,
1 was compelled to allow the King's staff to
precede me on the road to the scene of action,
where 1 arrived myself soon after 0 o'clock.
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new and most hideous “ chatean” as he callsit,
of one Monsieur Pave.
?rinee and his staff etood during the day, hav-
ing & rather more extensive but less central
view, and therefore less desirable than onrs,
where stood the King, Count Bismarck, Von

your correspondent,
THE PRUSSIAN TLAN OF BATTLE.

Having thns endeavored to give some faint
idea of the scene of what is in all probability
the decisive battle of the war, T will next
give an acconnt of the position of the differ-
ent eorps at the commencement of the action,
premiging that all the movements were of the
simplest possible nature, the object of the
Prussian Generals being mercly to elose the
crescent of troops with which they beran
into a cirele, by effecting a junction be-
tween the Saxon eorps on their rizht and
the Prussian corps on their left. This junction
took place about moon, near the little village
of Olley, on the Bazeille ravine, behind Sedan,
of which I have already spoken. Once their
terrible eircle formed and well soldered to-
gether, it grew steadily smaller and smaller,
until at last the fortifications of Sedun itself
were entered.
On the extreme right were the Saxons—one
corps d'nrmee, with Kine William's Guards;
also, a eorps d'armee 1 reserve behind them,
The Guards had enffered terribly at Gravelotte,
where they wet the Tmperial Guard; and the
Kinz would not allow them to be aguin so
cruelly decimated.  Justice compels me to state
that thiz arrangement waz very far indeed
from being pleasing to the Goards themselves,
who are ever suxions to be in the forefront
of the battle.
The Guards and Saxons, then abont 75,000
strong, were all day on the right bank of the

It was impossible to ride fast, all the roads |

‘being Dlocked with artillery, ammunition
wagons, ambulances, cte. As I rode on to the
crest of the hill which rises sharply abiout 600
or 700 feet above the little hamlet of Chevange
nestled in o grove below,
A MOST GLORIOUS PANORAMA

Durst on my view. As General Forsyth of the
United Stuates army remarked to me later in
the day, it would have been worth the cowing,
merely to see so splendid a scenme, without
‘battle’s maguificently stern array.” In the
lovely valley below us, from the knoll ou which
1 stood with the King and his stafl, we could
see mot only the whole Valley of the Meuse (or
Maas as the Germans love to call the river that

Louis X1V stole from them), but also, beyond |

the great woods of Bois de Loup and Franch-
eval into Belgium, and as far as the hilly forest
of Numo on the other side of the frontier.
Right at our feet lay the little town of Sedan,
famous for its fortifications by Vaubun and as

4he birthplace of Turcnne—the great Marshal. J

1
|

|

Mense, between Rubeeonrt and La Chapelle,
at which latter village Prinece Albert of Sax-
ony, who was in command of the two corps
which bave been formed mto a little extra
army by themselves, passed the night of

" | Thursday.

The ground from Raleconrt to the Mense
was occupied by the First Bavarian Corps.
The Second Bavarianm Corps extended their
front from near the Bazeille railway-bridge to
n point on the high rosd from Donchery to
Sedan, not far from the little village of Torey.
Below the hill on which the Crown Prince

‘ was placed, the ground from Torey to Ty,

| through the large village of Floing, was held
| by the First and Third Prassian Corps belong-
l'ing to the army of Prince Frederick Choarles,
and temporarily attachied to the army of the
Crown Prince.

This was the position of the troops abont 8
o’clock on Thursday morning, Sept. 1, and no
| great advanee took place till later than that,
for the artillery had at first all the work to
do. Still further to the left, near Donchery,

It is known also as the place where sedian chairs -
. there were 20,000 Wiirtembergers ready to ont
4 ated. £ 7€ ouly ¢ 1 and 1 5 § . :
originated. As we were ouly ubout two anc d | off the French from Mézéres, in case of thuir
| muking a push for that fortress,

quarter wiles from the town we conld easily
distinguish its principal edifices without the
aid of our ficld-glasses. On the left was a
pretty church, its Gothic spire of sandstone
offering @ conspicnous target for the Prussian
guns, had Gen, Moltke thought fit to bombard
<he town. To the right, on the south-east of
the church, was a large barrack, with the forti-
fieations of the citadel. Behind it and beyond
this to the south-east again was the old chatean
of Sedan, with picturesque, round-turreted
towers of the sixteenth century, very useless
even arainst four-pounder Krupp field-pieces.
“This building, I believe, is now an 'nrsemal.
Beyond this was the citadel—the beart of Sedan,
on a rising hill above the Meuse to the routh-
east, but completely commanded by the hills
an both sides the river which runs in front of
the citadel.
A GRAVE FRENCH BLUNDEE.

The French had flooded the low meadows
in the valley before coming to the railway
bridge at Bazeille, in order to stop the
Germans from advancing on the town in that
direction. With their usual stupidity (for one
ecan find no other word for it), the French had
failed to mine the bridge nt Bazeille, and it
was of immense service to the Pruossians
throughout the battle, The Prossiane actaally
threw up earthworks on the iron bridge itself
o protect it from the French, who more
than onece attempted early in the day to
storm the bridge, in the hope of breaking
the Bavarian communication between the right
and left bonks of the Meuse, This they were
anable to do: and although their cannou-shot
hnve almost demolished the parapet. the bridge
itself was never materially damaged.

POSITION OF THE CONTENDING FORCES.

On tie projecting spurs of the bill crowned
by the woods of La Marfee of which I have
alresdy spoken, the Bavarians had posted two
butteries of G-pounder rifled breech-loading
sieel Krupp guns, which kept up 8 duello till
the very end of the day with the siege guns
of Sedun scross the Meuse. Still further to
the right flank, or rather, to the east (for our
line was & circilar one—a crescent at first,
with Sedan in the center like the star on the
Turkish steudard), was an vndolating plain
shove the village of Buzeille, Terminating
about 4 mile and a balf from Sedan, av the
woods newr Kubecourt, midw ay—that is to gay,
in a line fromfBageille north—there is a ravine
watered by a tiny brook which was the scene
of the most desperate struggle snd of the
most frightful slanghter of the whale battle
This stream, whose name 1 have forgotten, if

it ever bud one, runs right behind the town of
1

Sedun.

From the woods of Fleigrense on the north
belind the tewn rises a Lill dotted with cot-
tages and froit-laden orchards, and crowned
by the wood of La Givenne which rmuns down
to the valley of which 1 have just spoken.
Between this wood and the town were several
Freach eamps ; their white shelter tents staml-
ing out elear amoug the dark fruit-trees. In
these camps one could see throughout the day
hage masses of troops which were never used.
Even during the hight of the battle, they
stood as idle as Fitz John Porter's at the
Second Battle of Bull-Rou.  We iagined that
they must have been undisciplined Gardes
Mobiles whom the Freoelr Generals dared not
Lring out sgainst their enemy.

To the Prussian left of these Frenel campe,
scparaied Livw them by o wouded ravive, was

THE FORCES ENGAGED.
The number of the Prossian troops engneed
was estimated by Gen. Moltke at 240,000, and
that of the French at 120,000, We know thut
MacMahon had with him on Tuesday 120,000
men, that is, fonr corps; his own, that lately
commanded by Gen, De Failly, now under
Gen. Le Bran: that of Felix Douay, biother
of Gen. Abel Donay. killed at Weissenbure:
and a fourth corps principally composcd of
Garde Mobile, the name of whose commander
has escaped me,  MacMahon, altbough wounded,
commanded in chief on the French side,
It is almost needless to say that the real

| bert of Saxony immediately

Commander-in-Chief of the Prossians was Von

Moltke ; with the Crown Prinee and Prince Al-

next in command.
OPEXING OF THE BATTLE.

There were a few stray cannon shots fired,
merely to obtain the range. as soon as it was
light; but the real]batile did not begin until
6 o'clock, becoming a sharp artillery tight at
%, when the batteries had each got within easy
range, and the shells began to do serious mis-
chief. At 11:55 the musketry fire in the valley
behind Sedan, which had opened about
11:25, beeame exceedingly lively—being one
continnous rattle, only broken by the loud
growling of the mitraillenses, which played
with deadly effect npon the Saxon and Hava-
rian columus. Gen, Sheridan, by whose side I
was standing at the time, told me that he did
not remember ever to have heard such s well-
sustained fire of small arms. It made itself
heard above the toar of the batteries at our

feot,
Al 12 o'cloek precisely the Prussisn battery

of six gups on the slope above the broken rail-
way bridge over the Meuse, near La Villette,
had silenced two batteries of French guns at
the foot of the bare hill already mentioned,
near the village of Floing. At 12:10 the French
infantry, no longer supported by their artil-

the
Suxons and Prossians behind Sedan wis an-
pounced to us by Gen. Von Roon, eagerly
peeting through a large telescope, as being
| safely completed.

THE FREXCH SURROUNDED.

From this moment the result of the battle
could po longer be doubtful.  The French
were completely surrounded and brought to
bay. At 12:25 we were all astonished to see
clouds of retreating French inlentry on the
Lill between Floing sud Sedan, a Prussian
battery in front of St. Menges makiug accurate
practice with pereussion shells among the re-
| ceding ranks, The whole hill for a quarter of
an hour was literully covered with Frenchuen

nﬂ“gl"h{:upll‘lﬂff' an hour afterwanl—at 12:50—
Gen. Von Roon called our attention to another
Freneh column in full retreat to the right of
Sedun, on the road lesding from Bazeille to
the Ls Givonne wood. They never halted
until they came to af red-roofed bouse on the
ontskirts of Sedan itself. Almost at the same
moment Gen. Sheridan, who was using my
opers-glnss, asked me to lovk at g third French
eolumn moving up a broad, grass-covered road
through the La Givonue wood, immediately
above Sedan, doubtless to support the troops
defending the important Bazeille ravine to the
north-east of the town,
THE KEY OF THE POSITION,

o one of the
This hill, on which was |
hardest fighting of the day, formed
the keys of the position of the French
When once ita crests were covered with
artillery, the whole town of Sedan
at the mercy of the German
y were wot only above the town,
was almost within musket range

Still further to the left lay the village of
TNly, set on fire early in the day by the French
shells.  South of this the broken mmilway
bridge, blown nup by the French to protect

Right above the railway bridge on the line to
Mézidres was the wooded hill erowded by the

It was here the Crown

Roon, the War Minister, Gen. Moltke, and
(Gens. Sheridan and Forsyth—to say nothing of

lery, were compelled to retire to Floing, and |
| woon afterward the junction between

AL 1 oclock the French hattedes on the

THE DEOIRIVE VIOTORY AT SEDAN.
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The above map illustrates the movements and the
strategy which has resulted in the defeat and sur-
render of MaeMahon's army, and the destruction of
the French Empire, The localities of the opening
fights south of Sedan, as woll as the seene of the
on'minsting struggle around thut forfress, are
clearly indicated. The lines of march of the op-
posing armies are also shown. The French army
indicated by Black blocks) was moving by two par-
allel roads from Rethel to Montmédy, and, on Aug.
20, ha¥f of it had erossed the Meuss nt and shout
ftenay, On that day, the Prossian arny (indicated
on the map by white spacos or blocks), moving north-
ward from Somepy and Varennes on the west of the
Mense, and from Etain on Dun and Montmédy on
the east. struck the flanks of the French Corps.  The
half of the Fronch army west of the Meusa, beaten
at Attigny, Viezy, Stoune, and Nouart on Aug. 20,

ther fonght the Prussian advonee.

rallied and agnin fonght.

comcentruted ot Besumont, where on the same day | published in full, are locatod on the ahove map. By
At the enme | occasional reference to it, the reader will be able to
hour. the half enst of the Mense, beaten with great | comprehend the simple yet wondorfi! taotics by
slanehter at Vans, fell hack to Carignan, where they | which Gen. Von Moltke compelled the surrender of
At might, Ang. 30, they | all MasMahon's army after a battle of manenvers |
retreated to Sedan, Hithor the Prussians followed | rather than a desperate struggle like that of Grave-
hastily, and in their first attack, Ang. 31, were re- | lotte,

pulsed. During the night of Ang. 31, the Crown
Prince of Prussia, by a foreed march, passed the
Meuse at Donchery, and by the morning of Sept. 1,
had cstablished lis lines behind and on either side of
the village of Flegnoux, situsted on the high ground
north of 8adan. The Crown Prince of Saxony, at
the same time, established Lis lines from La Chapelle
on  the north-east to Bazeille on the south
of Sedan. Thoe Second Bavarian Corpa  held
the roads from Sedan south-westward to Vendresse,
and the 9000 Wiirtembergers the roads west
from Sedan toward Mézieres, the only avenues of
escape for the French,  The key point of the field
wis an abrupt peak midway between Torcy snd
Givonne. A ridge north of Bazeille also commanded
Sedan.  When these two points were carried the
French sorrendered.  All these points, referred to in
the remarkable dotafled aceount which is herewith

edze of the wood toward Torey and above it
opened a vizorons fire on the advancing Prus-
sian columns of the Third Corps, whose evi-
dent intention it was to storm the hill north-

French battery near the wood opened on the
Prossian eolumns, which were compelled to
keep shifting their gronnd till ready for their

ing so good a mark to the French shells.
Shortly afterward we eaw the first Prussian
skirmichers on the erest of the La Givonne
hills above Torey, They did not scem to be
in streneth, and Gen, Sheridan, etanding be-
hind me, exclaimed :

“ AN the beggars are too weak; they ean
never hold that position agninst all those
French.”

The General's propheey soon proved eor-
reet, for the French advanced at least six to
one; and the Prussians were foreed to retreat
down the hill to seck reénforeementa from the
columns which were hurrying to their sup-
port. In five minutes they came back again,
| this time in greater force, but still terribly in-
ferior to those huge French masses.

AN UNSUCCESSFUL CAVALRY CHARGE.

“Good heavens! The French cuirnssiers are
going to charge them,” cried Gen. Sheridan ;
and sure enongh, the regiment of cuirussiers,
their helmets and breast-plates flashing in the
September sun, formed in sections of squad-
rons and dashed down on the secattered
Prussian skirmishers, without deigning to
form s line. Squares are never uscd by the
Prussians, and the infantry received the cuiras-
sicrs with a crushing “quick-fire,” schnellfeuer,
at about a hundred yards distance, loading
and firing with extreme rapidity, and shooting
with unfailing precision into the dense French
squadrons. The effect was startling. Over
went horses and men in numbers, in masses,
in bundreds ; and the regiment of proud French
cuirassicrs went hurriedly back in disorder;
went back faster than it came; went back
searcely o regiment in strength, aud pot at all
a regiment in form. Its comely array was
suddenly ehanged into shapeless and helpless
crowids of flying men.

CAVALREY PUHSUED BY INFANTRY.

brave Prussians actually dashed forward in
hot pursuit at double-quick ; infantry evi-
dently pursuing flying cavalry. Sueh a thing
has not often been recorded in the annals of
war., I know not when an example to com-
pare precisely with this has ocenrred. There
was no more striking episode in the battle,
NEEDLE GUNS V. CIASSEPOTS,

When the Freneh infantry suw their eavalry
| thus flecing before foot soldiers, they in their
| turn eame forward and attacked the Prus-
sians. The Prussians waited quietly ; patiently
enduring a rapid and telling fire from the
Chassepots until their enemies had drawn
g0 nearas to be within # hundred yards of them.
Then to the fire of the chassepots they re-
turned a fire a8 rapid from their needle-guns;
and the French infantry could no more en-
dure this Prussian fire than the cavalry to
whose rescue they had come. The infantry
fled in its tum, and followed the cavalry to
the place whence they came, that is behind a
ridge abonut 500 vards on the way to Sedan
| where the Prussian fire could no longer reach

thew.

The great object of the Prussinns was
gained, since they were not driven from the
crest of the hill they fought to hold. Holding
it thus against cavalry, the Prussians per-
sunded themselves that it was possible to
catablish artillery on this hill.

« There will be & devil of a fight for that
crest before it is won or lost,” said Sheridan,
straining his cyes through his field-glass at
ihe hill which was not three miles from us.
The full sun was shining upon that hill; we
gazing upon it had the sun behind us.

ANOTHER FRUITLESS CAVALRY CHARGE.

At 1:30 French cavalry—this time, 1 presume,
a regiment of carabiniers—made avother dash
at the Prussians, who on their part, were re-
celving reenforcements every moment ; but
the carabiniers met with the same fate as their
Lrethren in iron jackets, and were sent to the
right-about with heavy loss, The Prussians
took advantage of their flight to advance
| their line sbout 200 yards unearer the line
which the French infuntry held,

ANOTIER FEENCH BLUNDER.

This body of sdventuorous Prssinns split
into two portions, the two parts lesving a
break of o hondred yurds in their line. We
were not long in perceiving the object of thia
wovement, for the little white puffs from the
erest behind the skivmizhers, followed by @
commotion in the dense French masses, show
us that these * deabics de Prusiaws” have con-

final rush at the hills, in order to avoid offer- |

The moment the cuirassiers turned back, the |
| being too closely pressed, turned snddenly

west of La Givonne, aud =0 gain the ker of | peed with the French infantry; for, instead of
the position on that side. At 1:05 yet another | attacking the Prussians, whom they still ont-

| infantry, The position was a most fmportant

! tal six hundred, who took the guns on which

trived, heaven only knows how, to get two
fonr-pounders up the steep ground, and have
opened fire on the French. Something must
at this point have been very much misman-

nnmbered by at least two to one, they re-

mained in eolumn on the hill, and though see-

ing their only hope of retrieving the day van-

ishing from before their eyes, still they did

uot stir, Then the French cavalry tried to do
A LITTLE BALAKLAVA BUSINESS,

tried, but without the success of the immor-

they charged. The cnirassiers came down onee
more, this time riding straight for the two
fleld-pieces ; but before they came within 200
yards of the guns, the Prussians formed line
as if on parade, and waiting till those furious
French horsemen had ridden to a point not
fifty yards away, they fired. The volley scemed
to us to empty the saddles of almost the whele
of the leading squadron. The dead so strewed
the ground as to block the path of the sgnad-
ron following, and elose before them the direct
and dangerous road they had meant to follow.
Their dash at the guns became a halt.
RETREAT OF THE FRENCH,

When once this last effort of the French
horse had been made and had failed—{fuiled,
thongh pushed gallantly so far a8 men and
horses could go—the French infantry fell
swiftly back toward Sedan. It fell back be-
cause it saw that the chanee of its carrying
that fiercely-vontested hill was gone, and saw |
also that the Prussians holding the hill were
erowning it with guns go that their own line
eonld not much longer be held fucing it. In
an instant, as the French retired, the whole

{1eon to King William, The Emperor of the

strictly reapeet the nentrality of Belgium;
but if, en the contrary, the Belgians,
either through negligence or inability, do not
disarm and capture every man in French nni-
form who sets his foot in their country, we
sha'l at once follow the enemy into nentral
territory with our troops, considering that the
French have been the first to violate the Bel-
gian goil. 1 have been down to have a look
at the Belgian troops near the frontier”
added Count Bismarck, “and I eonfess they
do not inspire me with a very hirh opinion
of their martinl ardor or discipline. When
they have their great-conts on, one (an see o
great deal of paletot but hardly any soldier.”
BISMARCK'S FIRST MISTAKE.

T asked His Exeelleney where he thonght
the Emperor was: “In Sedan?" “Oh, no!”
was the reply; “Napoleon is not very wise,
but he is not so foolish ns to put himself in
Sedan just now.” For once in his life, Count
Biemarck was wrong,

At 2:45 the King came to the place where 1
was stunding, He remarked that e thought
the French were about to try to hreak ont
just beneath ug, in front of the Second Bavarian
Corps. At 2:50 Gen. Sheridan told me that
Napoleon and Lounis were in Sedan,

BRAVERY OF THE BAVARIANS.

At 2:20 the Bavarians below uns not only
contrived to get themselves inside  the
fortifications of Sedan, but to muaintain
themselyest here, working their way for-
wiard from honse to honse. Ahont 4, there
was a great fight for the possession of the
ridge above Bazeille, That earried, Sedan
wns swept on all sides by the Prussian can-
non. This point of vantage was carried at
4:40. When carried there could no longer be
a shade of doubt as to the ultimate fute of

Sedan,
A FLAG OF TRUCE.

About 5 o'clock there was aguin a sndden
gnspension of the ecannonade along the whole
line. Many were the epeenlations as to the
eanse, but nobody seemed to divine the truth.
Yon must judge of onr surprise when, five
minutes later, we gaw a French oflicer escorted
by two Uhlans, coming at a handsome trot up

the steep bridle-path from Sedan to our post,
one of the Ullans earrying a white duster on
a faggot-stick as o flag of trnee.  The messen-
ger turned out to be a French colonel, come
to ask for termns of surrender. After a very
short eonsnltation between the King and
(Gen, Von Moltke, the messenger Wwis
told by the General that, in a mat-
ter &0 important as the surrender
of at least 0,000 men, and an important for-
tress, it was neesssary to send an officer of
high rank. “You are therefore,” said the
General, “to return to Sedan and tell the
Governor of the town to report himself imme-
diately to the King of Prussia. If he does not
arrive within an honr, our gnns will again
open fire, Yon may tell the commandant that
there is no nse of his frying to obtain any
other terms than munconditiona! surrender.”
The parlementaire rods back with this message. |
When he was fairly ont of ear-shot his mis-
sion was most eagerly canvassed.

At 6:39 there arose a sndden cry among the
members of the,King's staff—* Der Kaiser ist
da "—and then came a Tond hurrah.  Soon
we began to look anxiously for the arrival of
the second flag of truce. In ten minutes more
Gen. Reilly rode up with a letter for the King
of Prussia.

THE EMPEROR'S SURRENDER.

As =oon as the French General was in sight,
the slender escort of euirassiers and dragoons
we had with us was dmwn up in line, two
deep. Dehind the King, in front of the escort,
was the Staff; and ten yards in front of them
ngnin, stood His Majesty, King William of
Prussia, ready to receive Gen, Reilly, That
officer, a8 we soon learned, was the bearer of
an antograph letter from the Emperor Napo-

French wrote: “ As I cannot die at the head
of my army, I lay my sword at the feet of
your Majests.” [“ Ne pouvant pas mouvir la

slope of the ground was covered by swarms of
Prussian tirailleurs, who scemed to rise ont of !
the ground, and push forward by help of every |
slicht ronghness or depression in the surface
of the hill. As fast as the French went back
these active enemies followed. After the last
desperate charge of the French eavalry, Gen,
Sheridan remarked to me that he never saw
angthing so reckless, go utterly foolish, as that
last charge. “ It was sheer murder,”

The Prussians, after the French infantry
fell back, advanced rapidly—so rapidly that
the retreating squadrons of French cavalry,

ronnd and charged desperately once again.
Bat it was all no use. The days of breaking
aquares are over. The thin blue line soon
stopped the Gallic onset.

Tt struck me as most extraordinary that at
this point the French had |
SEITHER ARTILLERYINOR MITRAILLEUSES,
especially the latter, on the fleld to cover their

one, and certainly worth straining every nerve
to defend. One thing was clear enongh, that
the French infantry after once meeting the
Prussinns declined to try conclugions with
them again, and that the cavalry were secking
to enconrage them by their example. About
2 o'clock still other reénforcements came to
the Prussians over this long-disputed hill be-
tween Torey and Sedan to support the regi-
ments already established there.
HAVOC AMONG THE BAVARIANS.

Al the time that this great confliet wus |
going on under Fritz's eyes, another was |
fought not less severe and as murderous for
the Bavarians as the one I have attempted to |
deseribe was for the French. If there was a
want of mitraillenses on the hill above Torey,
there was certainly no lack of them in the
Bazeille ravine, On that side there was, {or
more than an honr, one continnous roar of |
musketry and mitraillenses, Two Bavarian
officers told me that the loss in their regiments
was terrifie, and that it was the mitraillevses |
whieh made the havoe.

THE FRESCH FALL BACK ON SEDAN. |

At 2:06 in the afteruoon the French totally |
abardoned the hill between Torey amnd Bedan, |
and fell back on the fauborg of Caval, just
outside the ramparts of the town. “Now the
battle is lost for the Freneh.” said Gen.
Sheridan, to the delight of the Prussian ofi-
cers. One wonld almost have imagined that
the French had beard his words—ihey had
hardly been uttered when there came u lull in |
the firing all along the line, or rather eirele;
as #uch it had now become.

BELGIAN NEUTRAKITY.

Count Dismarck chose that mwoment to come
and have a talk with his English and Ameri-
can friends. I was anxious to know what the
Federal Chancellor had done about the ncu-
trality of Belgium, now threatencd, and wy
euTiosily Wia sootl gratilled. “1 have told the
Belgiau Minister of Wan” suid Count His-
marck, * that so tong 08 the Belgian troops do

their utmost to disann any wamber of Freuch

| kuew ; and I think that no one muel earsld

anbidivrs, whiy, may cross (he frontier, T will

téte de mon armde, je viens mettre mon ¢pee ans
pieds de votre Mujesté."]

Why Napoleon HT. conld not die, as did
thousands of his soldiers, sword in hand, with
Lis face to the foe, is not so clear,

On receipt of this most astounding letter,
there wis o brief consultation between the
King, the Crown Prince, who hud eome over
from his hill on the arrival of the flag of
truce, Count Bismarck, Gen, Von Moltke, and
Gen. Von Roon. After a few minntes’ conver-
sation, the King =at down on a rush-bottomed
chair, and wrote a note (on another chair held
as a table by two aides-de-camp) to the Em-
peror, asking him to come next mornips to
the King of Prussia’s headquarters at Ven-
dresse,

SHERIDAN CONGERATULATES BRISVARCK.

While the King was writing this note Connt
Pismarck came up to Gens. Sheridan and
Forsyth, and myself, and heartily shook our
Lands. “Let me congratulate yon inost sin-
cerely, Count,” said Gen. Sheridin, “I can
only compare the surrender of Napolcon to
that of Gen. Lee at Appomattox Court-House.”

When it came my tum to grazp the Chan-
cellor's hand I could not help saying, after 1
bad warmly congratulated him:

“You cannot but feel a pride, Count DBis-
marek, in having contributed so lagely to
the winning of to-day’s victory.”

“Oh! no, my dear Sir,” was the mild answer;
[ am no strategist, and have nothing to do
with the winuing of battles. What I cur proud
of is that the Bavarans, the Suxors, and the

BLYTHE—HILL—A1 Cinr I'llll"‘

aupara] servioes a6 the First Presistersn 4 dar

Wurtembergers have not only been on eur
gide, but bave bud so Tarze n .~h-.1:|-—lhr-l
largest share—in the glory of th day: that
they are with us, and not aguinst us, 'Hm."
is my doing. T don’t think the I'rench will !
say mow that the South Germons will not
fight for our common Fatberland.” [

I asked His Excellency whether Lonis was
taken with his papa, and was told that ne one !
where that littleiman was. I

When the King had wiitten his letter, he |
himself handed it to Gen. Reilly who stood |
bareheaded to reevive it—the Italim and |
Critaean medals glittering on his breast in the
fading sunlight. Quesn Vietoria's tmagze and
superseription have not often been seen on the
uniforms of men surrendering without cou-
ditions. :

At 7:40, Gen. Reilly left for the heleapnetsd
town, escorted by the Uhlans.  The duster
which had served a8 a flag of truce was oftered
to me as a sonvenir of that memoruble day ;
but it had u stroug resemblunce to other f
dusters and 1 declined the proffered refic.

A DRISK TO USITED GEEMANY,

Then there was a general demand for some-
thing to drink and Count Bismwak’s Aid-de-
Camp produced two bottles af Belgian beer,
One of them His Exeellency shured with Gen.
Sheridan, Gen. Forsyth, and myself, saying
that he drank to the closer anion of the three
preat Teutonie pecples.  As soon us Gen.

ting messages throngh; bat Connt Bismarck’s
Aid-de-Camp assured me that it was physically
impossible to go that night, and that | must
wait till momning, and even then must be care-
ful not to fall into the hands of stray French
soldiers who were known to be dispersed in afl
direetions along the Belgian frontier, and to
be little better than bandits. So T slept at
the village of Chevange, a mile belind onr
post, nfter a little hunting for quarters, actu-
ally gotting s bed.
TIHE IMPERIAL PRISONER,

Next moming early, [ started for Belzinm.
As I rode along T suddenly came first on &
knot of Ulilans; then on two lackeys in the
green snd gold Tmperial livery. Dimotly be-
hind them came Ilis Majesty Napoleon II1., in
his traveling carriage, on his way to report him-
self a prisoner at King Willian's headquarters
nt Vendrease, a little dirty village some cight
miles from Sedan.

GENERAL POREIGN ANVWS
———

ITALY.
THE SEAT OF OOVERNVENT TO BL REMOVED T@
ROME,
[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBCNE]
Loxnox, Monday, Sept. 5, 178

The special correspondent of Tne TrinvNe i
Florence, Aug. 30, iye: “ Lost nlght's Goasella d° Jialia
publishes a eleeular glving notioe to all tenants that the
Miulsterial Counell bus decided to transter the seat of
Government to Rowe before the end of Beplembor, The
Govirnmest, by Whis aunosuoement, lutends ¢ Boueialiang
itael! from clalms for indemnity.

*The news came on  Florenes like a thunderholt. The
grnuineness of the notice was doubted, but afterward
affirmed ; and this policv explaine about the army on the
frontler, and why Prince Napoleon postpoucd his age
nounesd departure.

“There I8 & panle among the property-holders of
Florenee, Many projected works have been suldeulp
abtnudoued.™

———
SPAIN.
ACTIVITY OF Til¥ CARLISTE—ANOTIIER MNONT-
PENSIER CONaPLIRACY,
Mankin, Monday, 8¢pt. 5, 1978
There is great exeitement here over the news
fromm Parls, it perfoct ordor prevails, petdiag tie ared
val of the detills, Eix hundred Curl'sts were attacked

and beaten, in Navarre, vasterday, snd &rma, prisonent
and pricsts captured. A body of Carlists attempting o
destpoy the rallway between Ooolo and Viwwoys has

slio been beaten. Thoe Folifieo (Tnioniiti, altacke
Prim bitterly, aod nsserts thut the enly ferther pabite
gervice possible for him to render Ls to s A o

spiracy v the part of the supparters of Montpensior

rumored.  The Spaulsh reserves have boen stmnoned.
The Carlists ure etill strong In pusmbers o the Basjue
Provinees. One bagl, over 1,000 srosg, s at :

MISCELLANEOLU'S CABLE DISPATCHES
_____ A enble with seven contvciing wites haa
been ordered ior the ksl £l tk
.es. The Danish P
voked for the 3d of Octols T
_.The T, S, stamer Juniota has arrived ab
Coxhaven.
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